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Editorial 


Consult communities before the social housing fact, not after 


A 60-unit apartment complex for single 
homeless men proposed by the Jasper Place 
Health and Wellness Centre (JPHAWC) for 
the Terwillegar Towne community in subur- 
ban southwest Edmonton has generated con- 
troversy and aggressive, determined opposi- 
tion from area residents. 

We are concerned, not because of the fact. 
of opposition, but because of its nature. 

Citizens enjoy the right and, in many 
cases, the duty to oppose inappropriate and 
unwelcome development. Alberta Street 
News, for instance, has opposed—and con- 
tinues to oppose—city funding of the down- 
town arena proposed for the Edmonton 
Oilers and their owner Daryl Katz. We realize 
that citizens’ ability and opportunities to 
oppose inappropriate development have 
become severely restricted, because many 
important development decisions are made at 
the top and imposed on communities without 
consultation as accomplished facts, con- 
ceived and designed around funding and 
investment concerns and needs, rather than 
community concerns and needs. 

ASN supports and defends the right of 
communities to assert and advocate develop- 
ment concerns and needs. We do not support 
and will never advocate, concerns and needs 
expressed through stereotypes and preju- 
diced rhetoric that props up what amounts 
to a not-in-my-backyard (NIMBY) strategy. 

In the July 5, 2013 online issue of the 
Edmonton Journal (Simons: Homeless-hous- 
ing project has Terwillegar Towne in an 
uproar), columnist Paula Simons quotes resi- 
dent Emily Salsbury: “We do have a crime 
problem in Edmonton, and as a single 
woman, I chose this neighbourhood to feel 
safe.” 

The fact that Salsbury believes Edmonton 
has a crime problem does not make it so. 
Nor is her belief that Terwillegar Towne is 
safe, or relatively safe, compared to other 
parts of the city consistent with reality. 
Much crime, particularly violent assaults, 
occurs between and among friends and fami- 
ly members—in all parts of the city. . 

The assumption that homeless people, 
especially homeless men, contribute signifi- 
cantly to or are the cause of perceived or 
actual crime and violence is demonstrably 
wrong; police statements and statistics regu- 
larly confirm that homeless people are far 
more often victims than perpetrators of seri- 
ous crime and violence—more frequently 
than single women and others in any part of 
the city. It’s arguable that homeless 
Edmontonians, including most homeless 
men, would benefit from the relative safety of 
Terwillegar Towne as much or more than 
Salsbury, who has many options and 
resources at her disposal. 

The important point is not the validity of 
Salsbury’s fears, but her belief that they are 
justified. She and many others believe they 
are in danger from homeless men, whether 
that is truly the case or not. Their percep- 
tions, false though they may be, are often 
generated or reinforced by people who know 
better—or should: Ward 9° Councillor Bryan 
Anderson, for example. 

Simons’s column attributes several out- 
rageously inappropriate comments and 
observations to Anderson. He stereotypes 
what he believes are likely tenants of the 
complex as “middle-aged men with mental 
illness and addiction problems” and 
describes them as “heavy-set men with tat- 
toos on their necks” and “dishevelled people 
with hoodies on and backpacks (who) don’t 
seem to belong on [a] residential street.” 

“Most of these guys smoke, and most of 
them can’t afford cigarettes,” he adds. 
“Where are they going to go to pick butts out 
of ashtrays?” 

According to Simons, Anderson con- 
cludes by throwing fuel on the bonfire of 


public resistance: “The only options for frus- 
trated residents [to stop the project] he 
[Anderson] says are civil disobedience and 
public protest.” 

It’s hard to imagine a more distorted, 
unfair and irresponsible description or char- 
acterization from a presumably responsible 
leader of the majority of Edmonton’s home- 
less citizens. A substantial number of home- 
less Edmontonians work or actively seek 
work, though generally at wages and hours 
that leave them among the working poor, 
unable to afford permanent housing at cur- 
rent market rates. For many, a subsidized 
rent of $720 for a one-bedroom apartment in 
the complex would still be difficult or impos- 
sible. Which does not mean they are anti- 
social or potentially or actually violent; 
poverty is not a crime, nor does it lead 
inevitably to criminal behaviour. 

In fact, Anderson knows he was wrong to 


. speak as he did. In a letter published in the 


Journal on July 12, 2013 (Coun. Anderson 
regrets comments on homeless in 
Terwillegar: letter), he insists his comments, 
though reported accurately by Simons, were 
intended to reflect the view of some residents 
of his ward, rather than his own views. He 
says he supports “the 10-year plan to end 
homelessness” and believes “social housing 
should be distributed around the city and 
not be focused in one area.” He expressed 
regrets and apologized to “Individuals in 
need, the mentally ill or homeless...and 
Terwillegar Towne.” 

Unfortunately, Anderson’s apology is too 
little, too late. The Journal did its best to 
minimize the damage by highlighting the let- 
ter in a story, but apologies seldom get the 
same attention as outrageous statements 
that make them necessary. 

Anderson must do more to redeem a situ- 
ation he helped create or make worse. He 
should start by showing true leadership and 
using his influence and resources to ensure 
that future consultations between JPHAWC 
and the community are effective and produc- 
tive. 

Anderson ends his letter of apology by 
saying “I...believe early engagement [by 
JPHAWC] with the community could have 
averted some of the narrow positions some 
people are taking.” That observation is 
insightful. This is not the first case in which 
a well-meaning agency has dropped a chal- 
lenging, potentially controversial, possibly 
disruptive project on an unprepared commu- 
nity as an accomplished fact, without prior 
consultation. It should be—must be—the 
last. , 

JPHAWC’s proposal is not perfect. It has 
potential flaws that we will look at in the 
next issue of ASN, along with potential bene- 
fits. Some of the flaws have been noted in 
Paula Simons’s column, which also notes 
some support in the community for the proj- 
ect. Residents should have opportunities to 
discuss the pros and cons among them- 
selves, and with JPHAWC and the city, to see 
what, if anything, can be done to make the 


- project viable and acceptable and, perhaps 


even more importantly for the future, to con- 


’ sider ways to make social housing projects 


more attractive, acceptable and relevant 
through meaningful community consultation. 
We get the impression that proponents of 
social housing projects assume the worst 
with respect to community acceptance and 
act accordingly, avoiding consultation until 
plans and approvals have reached a point 
where community consultation becomes 
meaningless. Future success does not lie in 
that direction, which underestimates and 
undervalues themselves, the communities — 
they serve, and the communities in which | 


they must operate. 


ASN staff 


East Meets West — Editor from the Ukraine pays a visit to Alberta Street News 


Linda Dumont, managing editor of Alberta 
Street News (left) with Maryana Sokha, 
editor of Heba in Lviv City, Ukraine 

Photo by Angelique Branston 


Street newspapers are found world wide 
in response to the need to address homeless- 
ness and poverty, and to provide employment 
to those who are impoverished. Regardless of 
where in the world the paper is published, 
there are many similarities, because home- 
lessness presents the same challenges 
regardless of language or culture. 

Even so, I must admit I hesitated briefly 
when I looked at the email from Maryana 
Sokha editor of the street newspaper in Lviv 
City, Ukraine, not because I didn’t want to 
meet her and talk shop, but because my 
office is a small room off my kitchen, a room 
used for everything from working on the 
paper to painting my “masterpieces” to get- 
ting dressed in the morning. She was visiting 
her brother in Edmonton, who lives in the 
Rabbit Hill area of the city, not far from 
Terwilliger but knowing she works with the 
homeless I reasoned that she is familiar with 
poverty. 

I emailed back, saying I lived in the poor- 
est area of the city (I read once that the 


A few months ago Edmonton's City 
Council voted in favour of a moratorium on 
affordable housing in several urban core 
neighbourhoods. The purpose of this was to 
ensure there would be no new housing proj- 
ects permitted if they involved money from 
the City. The decision to take this action 
arose from some people in the communities 
expressing concerns about the negative 
impact of non-market housing being concen- 
trated in a few neighbourhoods. They create 
a dramatic sense of such housing as danger- 
ous and the neighbourhoods were described 
as highly stressed. - 

Then, in June, a new story arose as 

some people in. the Terwillegar area of the 
city captured media attention for warning 
their streets would go to the dogs if an apart- 
ment dedicated to low-income rents is con- 
structed on some land owned by a local 
church. Television cameras flocked to the 
location when someone painted the message 
“No homeless” on the walls of the church. 
The message was not to praise the excellent 
idea we should all support that there should 
be no homeless people, but rather to say, 
“We don't want any homeless in our nice 
community.” 

This is a challenging situation. On one 
hand, neighbourhoods where there are quite 
a few units of affordable housing are saying 
they have too much and it's unfair to have 
more located there. And neighbourhoods that 
have little or none are saying, on the other 
hand, that they don't want such awful devel- 
opment coming to their streets. And to com- 


plicate it, we have governments with Ten 
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postal code T5H is the one with the lowest 
income persons in Canada) and that I was 
close to the shelters, soup kitchens and drop 
ins. She emailed right back and came the 
next day, to see my office and for a brief tour 
of the inner city agencies that serve the 
homeless and the poor. 

Getting two street newspaper editors 
together is a refreshing opportunity. 

There we were 
trying to interview 
each other and to 
learn as much as we 
could given the time 
we had. Sokha 
brought a copy of her 
paper which I could- 
n’t read because it is 
in Ukrainian. I can’t 
write the name 
properly on my com- 
puter, but it reads 
“Heba” and _ that 
means “under the 
open sky”. 

Like Edmonton, 
Lviv City has a popu- 
lation of about 
1,000,000 and about 
3,000 of them are 
homeless. Sokha 
works for an NGO 
called Oselya which 
means “home” and is 
a community for 25. 
people, 20 adults 
and five children 
who live and work in the community. The 
paper is published as a project of the NGO. 
3000 copies are published every two or three 
months depending on when they sell out. 
Most of the time there are only two vendors 
working and they sell an average of 50 copies 
each a day. The copies are purchased then 
sold for a price double the purchase price. 





A dose of reality 





Year Plans determined to close down emer- 





“We offer the vendors food and laundry 
so they can have clean clothes. People say ‘I 
don’t believe you are homeless’ because they 
are clean and well dressed,” Sokha said. 

She was inspired to start a street news- 
paper after attending the International 
Network of Street Papers conference held in 
Poland in 2008. Because of the cost of 
attending conferences she has not been to 
one since. As editor she receives submissions 
from volunteer writers, and if not enough 
writing come in, she uses the street news 
web site to get more stories. 

“I wanted the change the negative atti- 
tude to the homeless,” she said. “The police 
regularly come to the NGO looking for crimi- 
nals. I have to tell them at the door that 
they cannot just come in. They need a search 
warrant.” 

Before working for the NGO, Sokha 
studied social work with Canadian professors 
in the Ukraine. “It was a new thing for us,” 
she said. “I came to the NGO as a student in 
my second year, in 2004.” 

I took her on a brief tour of the inner 
city, past the Herb Jamieson Centre, the 
Hope Mission, the George Spady Centre, and 
to visit the Boyle Street Community Services, 
then to the House of Refuge Mission and the 
Mustard Seed, past the Bissell Centre and 
the Boyle McCauley Health Centre, the 
People In Need Shelters, Our Place, and a 
number of other supported living units — all 
within less than ten blocks from my house. 
Typical of a street newspaper editor, what 
interested her most was meeting homeless 
people and talking to them in the drop-ins. 
She took photos of my office with all its clut- 
ter, and the outside of my house with the 
modest Alberta Street News sign in the win- 
dow so the printer knows it’s the right house 
to deliver papers, and the boxes of newspa- 
pers on my front porch. 

By Linda Dumont 


gency shelter space, which might have been 
the last refuge if there is no affordable hous- 
ing available. 

It's time for a dose of reality around 
social / affordable /non-market housing. Let's 
start with a broad definition. Any housing 
that can only be created if there is an invest- 


#1 ment by government because there is not 


enough potential return on investment for 
the for-profit development sector to under- 
take it falls within the area of affordable 
housing. There are thousands of families in 
Edmonton that do not earn enough money to 
pay market rents or to purchase their own 
homes. There can be many reasons for this, 
reasons that can easily touch anyone-~ family 
violence or a relationship that breaks down, 
refusal of Canadian employers to fairly recog- 


continued on page 7 




















We value passion and determination 


Mission 


Edmonton Street News Society provides a voice, employment and social support to those 
who need these, and communicates perspectives dealing with poverty and social justice, by 
education and communication activities, including publishing a street newspaper 


Values / Beliefs / Guiding Principles 


We believe in being inclusive and encouraging 

We believe that human rights are fundamental to living agevier 

We believe that everyone deserves the opportunity to earn and control tee money 
We believe in journalistic and organizational professionalism and integrity 

We believe the public needs to know about issues around Bevery and social justice 
We value community and connecting with others ~ 


We believe everyone deserves the opportunity to learn, deioe and use communication skills 


Ten yeats on the street Reviews of 2007-2009 


January: 2008 

The affordable housing task force recom- 
mendation calls for a secretariat that would 
coordinate efforts to deal with affordable 
housing needs as well as homelessness. The 
announced secretariat will deal only with 
homelessness. Does that mean housing for 
low-income families will not get a separate 
coordinating entity as recommended by the 
task force?... Meeting Albertan' needs for 
affordable housing will take many times more 
money than will be needed or can be spent to 
deal with the serious issues of homelessness. 

Allan Sheppard 


Surround the cabinet ministers with PR 
hacks to keep them supplied with a steady 
stream of cliches and irrelevant but impres- 
sive information and let them wander about 
baffle gabbing until everyone falls asleep. 
Then just keep doing whatever you please 
because no one will be able to figure out 
what that is, especially if you make sure you 
make access to information as expensive and 
difficult as. possible. 

Ted White 

March: 


If you don't have a case with child welfare 
you get nothing. They don’t support whatso- 
ever and they're not willing to give on-going 
support.... When I called child welfare to ask 
for support I told them I wanted family coun- 
selling. She says we can't give you that on 
family support. She says the only way we can 
fund that is if we have a supervision order. I 
said, “Well, get me the damn supervision 
order then!” So I have to blacken my name in 
order to get the support that I needed and 
that's exactly what I did. I had to say that I 
was a threat to my children in order for them 
to get me the funding I needed. It's black- 
mail. That exactly what it is. It's like selling 
the cow to get milk. 

Cheryl 


Six tattered and broken angels are now 
lying in peace. 
There are countless more angels and families 
waiting. 
In time they will have some peace 
Once more we will hear 
The verdict is in. 
Yes, there is hope. 
Betty. Nordin (from “Six Tattered Angels”) 


April: 

There is an urgent need to intensify 
efforts with respect to the grave housing con- 
ditions faced by numerous indigenous peo- 
ples in both rural and urban areas of the 
country. 


Miloon Kothari, 
UN Special Rapporteur on housing 


I drank to hide pain and those feelings of 
hurt I had inside of me. I drank to feel 
accepted by people and it was a tool to cope 
with everyday life.... | know now that I don't 
need booze to deal with life or drugs to get 
that happy feeling of freedom. It all happens 
when I am open to change of the heart. 

Len Blackfox Martial 


Why is the minimum wage kept so low? 
It's all part of a system that favours the very 
wealthy and does not budget to make 
allowances for those who work hard but are 
still poor. A system with powerful people who 
play golf together, who dress up in suits and 
dating dresses and go to fancy balls to raise 
money for worthwhile charities.... 

Larry Derkach 


May: 

The harm reduction approach allows the 
client the freedom of choice, which includes 
“the right to risk and the dignity of failure”-- 
a radical shift from Alberta's current strategy 
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Len’ s brother Henry Martial Photo by Len Martial — April 2008 


of punitively warehousing the homeless. Who 
would of thought that to address homeless- 
ness., we provide homes? 

Greg Farrants 


Sometimes in life we could save 
Ourself because nobody else can. 
But ourself's life is what we make 
Of ourself so we have to let go and let live 
And always thank our creator each day. 
Why? We are here on this earth. 

Valerie Blood 


June: 

The bottle-and-can deposit model for 
dealing with beverage container litter can 
and should be applied to coffee containers. It 
forces users to pay for cleaning up container 
waste without increasing profits to the sell- 
ers.... And Alberta's poorest- generally people 
who aren't too lazy or too proud to pick up 
discarded containers of all kinds for the 
deposit refund- would have new opportuni- 
ties to earn a bit more money.... 

Allan Sheppard 


Pedro Schultz 2008 


I was pleasantly surprised that at least in 
the country of my birth [Germany] there was 
a more compassionate way that the homeless 
were being dealt with than we have here. 
There the government, churches and other 
organizations work together to assure that 
there are enough places of everyone to sleep. 
In fact, there is a law requiring each city to 
have a place of residence for each person. 

Pedro Schultz 







August: 
I can feel my soul within, that once cried out 
for death 
As a way to escape the pain and torment of 
this life 
that it was forced to endure. 
Stir and come to life... 
Shaking off the chains of death, 
I stand trembling like a newborn, 
My eyes once dull and hollow, nothing but a 
mask of pain 
Are beginning to light up again like the birth 
ole D eZ Angelique Branston 
Good citizenship means demanding our 
leaders be moral and wise and brave. When 
those “leaders” try to bully us into thinking 
even asking questions is wrong they have 
condemned themselves. : . 
Jim Gurnett 
If the federal government wants to 
change... it should go into aboriginal commu- 
nities and seek advice from leaders who are 
engaged effectively in community-building 
activities and projects that aim to overcome 
the lingering impacts of what some call “the 
residential school syndrome. Allan Sheppard 


September 
The parents of a young man who was 
shot twice by police outside of an east end 
mall say the weeks since the shooting 
occurred have been a ‘nightmare”. Glen 
Davis, a preacher at the House of Refuge 
Mission at 10339-95 Street, said his son just 
wants to forget the whole thing and get on 
with life, but due to his injuries his life will 
never be the same. “He is all scarred up,” 
Glen said, indicating a criss-cross of scars 
across the front of the body, “He has one ~ 
lung removed, and his right arm is useless.” 
Percy was shot outside of Abottsfield — 
mall after he allegedly refused to drop a knife © 
he was carrying. The incident started after 
the police received a complaint from a 
woman who saw a man outside of the mall 
with a knife. The shooting occurred around _ 
9:20 a.m. Friday, August 9. A single police 
officer was the first to arrive at the scene. He 
allegedly tried to use pepper spray, butit 
had “no effect” so he shot Percy twice. One 
bullet entered his lower abdomen; the other . 
entered his neck and exited through his back 
causing the collapse of his lung and injuries ‘ 
to the nerves of his right arm. ae 
Linda Dumont r 
November: ier 
One thing all poverty has in common- bs 
isn't that there is a lack of money i in the 
world, or in most countries or in Alberta ? 







Ten years on the street 


rather the way in which the money is distrib- 
uted that creates poverty. With Alberta 
boasting of wealth, we should be able to pro- 
vide for all Albertans, but that wealth is not 
distributed in a way that helps those at the 
bottom financial. It is a matter of lack of will 


not lack of money. Sees F 
; inda Dumon 


December: 

The streets of our city are filled with pain 
that many of us do not see, often because we 
do not care to look beyond our defences and 
our defensiveness. Or our self-righteousness. 
I do not know how to fix the people who suf- 
fer on our streets or heal their pain. Not 
alone. Not by myself. But I can try to under- 
stand what I see. And I can testify to what I 
learn. 

Allan Sheppard 

Many of the vendors are homeless; others 
have income from AISH... or part time 
employment. All are in need of money.... I 
signed on as one of the original vendors [of 
Spare Change].... Selling papers gave me 
security since I was on welfare and there 
were those weeks without money before the 
cheques came out.... with papers to sell, I 
could go out and earn the money needed for 
milk or laundry soap, and dance lessons for 
my daughter. 

Linda Dumont 


June: 

Isn't it just like the Edmonton Police 
Service to continue their little games of 
threats, intimidation and the like, only to 
once again be deterred by a successful advo- 
cate. Anybody would think that EPS would 
have learned from their mistakes. The Balwin 
incident come to mind (First Nations people 
abducted by the city police, driven around 
like cattle sweating in the back of a police 
van then dropped off in the Balwin neigh- 
bourhood). I refuse to be threatened and inti- 
mated by any police force and will continue 
to be a presence wherever I go. Ivan Miller 

The lifestyle that homeless people lead is 
not tolerated in many areas. Our guys [ten- 
ants at Urban Manor] are not in your back 
alley drinking or having seizures. They're not 
breaking into your garage because they need 
somewhere warm to sleep. They have a home 
and they come home. Our guys are not 
bringing a criminal element into the neigh- 


bourhood. : : 
Michele Dowling 


July: 

Often when people come to Canada from 
other places there is a common idea that the 
best way to learn English is to become 
immersed, to make no use of the language 
being used before coming. But there is 
research to support the view the best way for 


a 


Rose and Glen Davis — September 2008 
photo by*Linda Dumont 


2009 in review 

Visit Edmonton Street News at our new 
web site, courtesy of Paula Kirman, at 
www.edmontonstreetnews.org. Kirman is a 
free lance writer and a musician who has per- 
formed at many activist events. She is cur- 
rently editor/volunteer co-ordinator of Boyle 
McCauley News. Prior to volunteering with 
ESN, Kirman worked with Our Voice as assis- 
tant editor. ESN staff 


Nearly five years have passed since 
the “Sweatbox Incident” and the Edmonton 
Police Service internal investigation into a 
complaint made by Tom Engel on behalf of 
Diane Wood, Christopher Robillard and 
Thomas Robillard (now deceased) has been 
completed. It was alleged that May 20, 2005 
on duty members of the EPS picked up nine 
intoxicated homeless persons in the old 
Strathcona area and transported them, in a 
marked paddy wagon, to 127 Avenue and 81 
Street where they were released. Shortly after 
their release, following a complaint from a cit- 
izen, the nine persons were picked up by on 
duty EPS members and taken to a downtown 


shelter. Linda Dumon 
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children to do well in learning English, and 
then be able to succeed in school, is if they 
are supported and encouraged to keep fluen- 
cy in their first language. Sina niraork 
The rally.... was a follow-up... to present 
to council the reality that 90% of food in 
Edmonton is not sustainable and bring to 
light the detrimental affect that urbanization 
has on agriculture and the overall ability to 
provide feed security to people in the 
Edmonton Region. It was asked that the city 
hold off on rezoning agricultural lands until a 
full and comprehensive food security study 
was completed.... Brittney White 
... the NIMBY game is a mug's game. Not- 
in-my-backyard can only mean one thing: in- 
somebody-else's-backyard. And surely they 
must realize that none of them can count on 
finding a safe refuge for very long.... the com- 
munities affected must stop working sepa- 
rately to solve their own problems by off- 
loading those problems onto other communi- 
ties. Allan Sheppard 
October 
When I realized I had missed my appoint- 
ment I made another one. I must have writ- 
ten down the wrong day so I when I did show 
up, a warrant had already been made out for 
my arrest. The two times I checked, my name 
in hadn’t showed up on the police computer 
yet when I gave myself up. I was immediately 
arrested and taken to a police cell. It was 
quite cold there — no blanket, no mattress, 
just a toilet and concrete bench. The Remand 
Centre is not a jail, it is a holding place for 
people while waiting for trial, since, accord- 
ing to our legal system, everyone is consid- 
ered innocent until declared guilty by a judge 
and everyone has a chance to defend himself 
or herself. 
Pedro Schultz 


December: 


Dramatic headlines over the past months 
could lead a person to think we are well on 
the way to having a city where everyone has 
a decent affordable home.... The facts are far 
different. Many people see the situation as 
being worse than ever, with more people liv- 
ing in tents and abandoned vehicles in back 
lanes and in the parkland than ever. 

Jim Gurnett 


Continued on page 6 
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Seventy percent of the kids we see report 
abuse at home: physical abuse, sexual 
abuse, and neglect. And we know that if 70 
percent are disclosing, the true total is high- 
er. When you're a kid and you don't know 
how the world works, it's hard to implicate 
your parents, because you don't know where 
you're going to end up. 

Sue Keating 


5 ee 8a i = 
tolent's sters Aware: ay March was started in 2008” 


As long as there are people among us-- 
influential people, “important” people, out- 
spoken people-- who believe it is sinful to be 
poor (for whatever reasons) and virtuous to 
be rich (again for whatever reason), there will 
be stigmas attached to anything that is done 
to help the poor (presumably at the expense 
of the rich).... we as a community and socie- 
ty will not be able to do anything significant 


Edmonton finally got outdoor port-a-pot- 
ties for homeless people to use on 96th 
Street. Photo by Linda Dumont. 





to alleviate the burdens of poverty... until we 
stop making value judgements about the 
poor and wealthy among us and start exam- 
ining the values that sustain us as individu- 
als and communities. 

Allan Sheppard 


And words are all I have... 


Forty years ago this month, the National 
Council of Welfare (NCW) released “The press 
and the poor: A report by the National 
Council of Welfare on how Canada’s newspa- 
pers cover poverty”. The document grew out 
of the growing attention paid to poverty in 
our country in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, particularly following the ground- 
breaking work and report of the Special 
Senate Committee on Poverty, and consid- 
ered how (indeed if) poverty was reported by 
major Canadian newspapers. Forty years 
later it still makes interesting reading, and 
much of what was written from the analytical 
framework then still applies today. 

For example, not surprisingly, it places 
mainstream newspapers solidly within the 
“power structure of its community...as such 
it will generally reflect the views of the other 
major socio-economic institutions of the com- 
munity.” Following from that “a closely relat- 
ed reality is that the attitudes which its edi- 
torials, commentaries and choice and presen- 
tation of news stories cannot be too far 
removed from the prevailing attitude of its 
readers or it risks their ceasing to read it.” 
Newspapers are a business. They need to 
make money. Obviously, the media is not 
outside of the dominant social relations of 
production and this will necessarily limit 
their scope and relative autonomy. 

But, recognizing the so-called logic of the 
so-called free market, don’t newspapers have 
a bigger social role in terms of public educa- 
tion and policy development? The Report 
suggested that they do, and indicated that 
poverty should be considered within the larg- 
er educational and social policy context. In 
fact the Report argued “we would like to see 
social policy departments — like sports 
departments and entertainment departments 
— created on newspapers”. Nevertheless, it 
seems readily apparent that the suggestion 
was not followed up on, and reporting about 
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poverty continued to be stories about the tri- 
umphs and shortcomings of individuals and 
not on the impact of broader social problems. 
For example, I have always been interest- 
ed in media stories about people who are 
homeless. They always have an undercur- 
rent of how this person is so resilient when 
dealing with their struggles. And they invari- 
ably talk about the person’s smile, infectious 
laugh and the twinkle in their eye — I must 
admit that I have even employed some of 
these easy clichés in some of my stories for 
other papers. Fair enough I guess; those 
human elements need to be present and can 
round out some of the prevailing stereotypes 
about our fellow citizens who are homeless. 
But, to my mind at least, resiliency is the 
ability to respond to adverse conditions. 
Certainly a good skill to have, but might it be 
better to stop the adverse conditions rather 
than concentrating on the individual skills 
needed to respond to them? Yet I don’t often 
see such a focus in the media. In particular, 
we almost never hear about the social policy 


changes that contribute to the situation that 
the people down on their luck find them- 
selves in. We hear about triumph, beating 
the odds and making the best out of a bad 
thing. 

Anyway, in the conclusion of the Report, 
the NCW wrote “Poverty in Canada is real. It 
is not a sideshow on which a curtain can be 
periodically raised, then dropped again when 
the audience’s interest wanes. Until we have 
done the things that will need to be done, it 
will continue to be a ‘national disgrace’...an 
ugly, ongoing part of the Canadian reality...”. 
Forty years later, this remains the case. We 
have seen unanimous federal resolutions to 
end child poverty by the year 2000 (what a 
tragic joke), poverty reduction strategies in 
the majority of provinces and population spe- 
cific initiatives. And now we also have the 
promise of some anti-poverty work in Alberta. 
But all of this requires ongoing public and 
policy attention: We all know what happens 
when “government” is left to their own - 
devices; the curtain drops! 

Street newspapers can play a central role 
in keeping the attention of the audience 
focused. To be sure, the income generation 
aspect is important for the life choices and 
participation of the vendors. That is essen- 
tial to our work. But so is the content of the 
newspapers. This is one of the very few 
places where people consider alternative 
analysis that unabashedly advocates for — 
structural social change and progressive 
public policies. Ideally this will lead toa 
social policy context where no one is left 
behind and people can be all that they can — 
be with dignity. 

When it comes right down to it, social 
change requires both organization and infor- 
mation. As I wrote last month, we have a lot — 
of work to do in the area of organization. We 
must organize a new multi-sectoral common 


Continued next page 
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usiness moving to a cheaper com- 

ry and laying everyone off, and more. So 
gin with a social choice-- do we have a 
d pee ility for the human right of 


able to take care of himself or herself? 

_ If we agree there is a shared duty relat- 
ed to housing, what do we do? NIMBY has 
marked much of the public debate about 
affordable housing for many years. Guides 
have been written about how to address 
NIMBY. Not In My Back Yard. It can be an 
endless process. Stopping more development 
might be the push in one community, 

while stopping the arfival of any and keeping 
the invaders out will be the move someplace 
else. But each time people in one place are 
successful in stopping affordable housing 
there will be a need for those developing the 
housing to look someplace else, because the 
need for the housing only continues to 
increase. 

It's time for a dose of reality. Instead of 
the debate being about the morality of those 
who are less affluent, which is common with 
NIMBY, where the talk is about.whether low- 
income housing means more crime on the 
streets or disreputable behaviour and police 
sirens, what if we take a look at the facts 
about affordable housing in communities? 
Then we can get away from a dispute that 
seems to carry judgements about who is the 
more righteous. 

eS _ There has been a Scare amount of 
ecady. of this issue. Down the Queen E in 
Calgary, for a start, there was a look at the 
issue in two ways. First, in four communities 
comparisons were made of similar areas, 
between streets with affordable housing proj- 
ects and those without. There was NO differ- 
ence in the changes in property values over a. 
four year period between the areas with and 
without affordable housing. A second study 
looked at three neighbourhoods, two where 
affordable housing was developed and one 
where it was not. Over a decade the selling 
prices of homes in all three communities 
increased at the same rates, which matched 
rates for the city overall. The City of Calgary — 
concludes explicitly by saying, “Affordable 
housing has little to no impact on the market 
value of Calgary houses.” 
Is this just a peculiarity of Cowtown 










Drop-In Centre 1, 4th Avenue SE 
All clients of The DI may access meal services. 
Meals and snacks are provided at no charge to 
anyone in need. Food service is offered on the 
2nd Floor daily, 365 days a year. 

Clients who are unable to attend regular meal 
service due to work or school commitments, or 
other verifiable appointments can receive a 
bagged lunch. 

Bagged lunches can be arranged by request to 
any staff person, or through the Day Office located 
on the 2nd Floor. 

Meal Schedules 

Breakfast -7:00 a.m. 

Snack - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch - 12:00 p.m. 

Snack-3:30 p.m. 

Dinner- 6:00 p.m 


















Center of Hope 420_9th Avenue SE 
Free for clients 

Open to public for small charge 
Breakfast: $2.50 

Lunch: $3.00 

Dinner: $4.50 


Emergency Meals (24 & Under) 
EXIT Community Outreach 
117-7th Avenue SW, Calgary 
403-262-9953 

Sunday 1 :00 pm -5:00p.m. 








periage? No mideed. The Helaware Housiae 
Coalition looked at 17 studies in the US and 
found “introduction of large-scale high densi- 
ty mixed income rental developments in sin- 
gle-family neighbourhoods does not affect the 
value of surrounding homes.” They also 
found that investments in affordable housing, 
in some cases led to increases in property 
values. One study they reviewed from New 
York said, “The evidence clearly fails to sup- 
port the notion that subsidized housing will, 
as a general matter, depress neighbourhood 
property values or otherwise undermine com- 
munities... 
Arizona looked at another 21 studies. They 
found that in general, “the magnitude of ben- 


.” Another research review done in - 


efits can be substantial from affordable hous- 
ing”. For example, if people are not spending 
all their money on rent to keep a roof over 
their heads, they have money to spend in 
local business, to support their children in 
school and recreation programs, and to take 
part in recreational activities. 

The more one looks, the more the evi- 
dence piles up. A California review of 31 
studies on affordable housing found that in 
seven cases affordable housing had positive 
impacts in the neighbourhoods and in 19 
there were no effects. A North Carolina 
review of 36 studies concluded, “The vast 
majority had no impact on surrounding prop- 
erty values... only one found possible nega- 
tive effects.” A 

We have a municipal election campaign 
getting underway. It offers a good time to ask 
those seeking your vote if they believe well- 
designed well-managed affordable housing 
projects should be supported and encour- 
aged in every community. And if they hesi- 
tate, ask them for their evidence for not feel- 
ing this makes good sense. Let's bring some 
reality to this debate and see if there is proof 
of affordable housing creating problems for 
communities, or if the resistance to it is 
being used as a mask for social attitudes of 
simply not wanting economically less-affluent 
people living around us. 

: By Jim Gurnett 
Photos by Pedro Schultz 


And words are all I have... 


_ front. But we also need more attention to 


the information piece — not only in critical 
analysis and policy development, but also at 
the basic level of getting the information out. 
Sadly, based on a worn out ideology, the 
Government of Canada is trying to stop this 
essential element of democracy from happen- 
ing. Their changes to the Statistics Canada 
census forms has resulted in less informa- 
tion being available to help make effective 


- policy decisions by not only the various 


orders of government but also by community 
groups and social agencies. Additionally, 
their decision to end the work of the National 
Council of Welfare will also result in less 
poverty-specific work and analysis making it 


Meals & Food Resources in Calgary 


Emergency Meals - Youth EXIT Youth Shelter 
11216 Ave NE, Calgary 
7 days/week - 4:00 pm - 9:00 p.m. 


Community Supports 

Streetlight - Youth for Christ 
Parks at 10th ave & 1 st Street SE 
Monday & Thursday 


Emergency Meals 

Alex Community Health Centre 
Unit 101,1318 Centre Street NE 

403-266-2622 

Thursdays Only -10:30 a. m. 

Food Bank 

Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank 

403-253-2055 


Food Hamper 
NeighbourLink Calgary 
403-209-1930 


Food Bank 
Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank 
403-253-2059 


Food Bank 
Calgary Poppy Fund and Veterans 
Food Bank 
Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 





to the attention of the wider public. Once 
again, given this attack, this is where street 
newspapers need to come in. We can blend 
the facts and the faces of marginalization 
and living on the edges, and work for the 
attainment of a better Alberta. We can devel- 
op initiatives to augment the authentic eco- 
nomic choices of vendors. But we must also 
be willing to write about social justice too. 
After all street newspapers are certainly 
about participation and social inclusion but 
they are also about transformative change. 
Not always popular, but always required. 


Timothy Wild 
Photo by Pedro Schultz 














Food Bank 
Muslim Families Network Society: Halal Food 
403-466-6367 
www.MuslimFamiliesNetwork.com 


Food Hamper 

St. Edmund's Anglican Church 
8336-34th Ave NW 

Monday & Thursday 

09:00 am - 12:00 Noon 


Community Meals 
Inn from the Cold 
403-263-8384 


Emergency Food 
CUPS (Calgary Urban Project Society) 
128-7th Avenue SE 


Food Hamper & Meals 

Feed the Hungry, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday Dinner 

3:30 pm - 5:00 p.m. 


Meals on the street outside City Hall 
Calgary Street Church 

Monday - 6:00pm, 

Wednesday 11:00a.m. 

Friday - 6:00pm Sunday, 1:00 p.m. 
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A Walk of Healing in the Belly of the Beas 


It’s hard to describe the experience of 
going through the Healing Walk. 

The Healing Walk was first held four 
years ago. It was born out of a frustration 
and a wanting to speak out against the hor- 
rors that were being done to the land in the 
name of tar sands development but to speak 
in a way that respected the traditions and 
culture of the people on it. After much 
thought and discussion the First Nation com- 
munities most directly affected by the 
destruction came up with a way to begin the 
healing. It was then that the Tar Sands 
Healing Walk began. 

The Healing Walk - a simple walk 
through the heart of the tar sands, a circle, 
and a chance to give prayer - prayer to help 
the earth resist the damage, prayer for the 
people and communities, and prayer to find 
another way out. 

Walking through the region is hard as 


A Street Cat Named Bob is a wonderful, 
easy to read book by the English street musi- 
cian turned author, James Bowen. As the 
title suggests, the central focus of the book is 
on a stray ginger cat named Bob who ends 
up adopting Mr. Bowen (not the other way 
around) and in the process gives the author 
a sense of purpose to his life. This renewed 
sense of purpose fills a void in Mr. Bowen’s 
life and helps him through his struggles with 
addiction, homelessness and depression, 
which ultimately allows him to lead a happy, 
comfortable life. The novel is mostly an auto- 
biography of Mr. Bowen’s life, but the furry 
feline, Bob, is definitely the undisputed star 
of the novel, as you can tell just by looking at 
the cover of the book which has a regal Bob 
staring straight into your soul, wearing one 
of his many admirer’s hand knit scarves. 

A Street Cat Named Bob reads smoothly 
and the author writes in an informal, casual 
tone that is refreshing, as it shows that 
Bowen actually wrote most of the material 
himself. There are also numerous random 
facts about cats which can be quite interest- 
ing, especially if you have never owned a cat 
before. 

Another great feature of A Street Cat 
Named Bob is it beautifully portrays how 
selling a street newspaper can play a major 
part in turning someone’s life around. Bowen 
used to busk on the streets of London play- 
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rather than i in . front ae 

The fight for our planet 1 isa fine 
it will be hard. It is against some of the _ 
biggest companies on the planet who ma 
billions off the destruction. But while it v 
be hard I promise that it will be worth it 
it is a fight that is worth fighting. eae 


no better time than now. se 

Together, in the belly of the. bea: 
build the heart of resistance. 
(Mike Hudema was born in Medi 
Alberta. He wrote An Action a Day Ke 
Global Capitalism Away. Hudema 
from University of Alberta. He has 
a writer, activist and environmentalis 
currently works in Edmonton as a 
and Energy Campaigner for Giese e 
Canada. : 
Mike Hudema is a Greenpeace c 
and energy campaigner.) 
For more information about the Walk 
Healing visit www.healingwalk.org © 
or www.greenpeace.ca/tarsands 
Photos and story by Mik 


prayer should be. The smell of toxins fills 
your lungs, around you are barren moonlike 
landscapes where once vibrant forest stood, 
canons fire, and water is poisoned. You feel 
the stench of death all around you. 

The feeling of hopelessness is contrasted 
by the people around you. This year brought 
hundreds from across Turtle Island. From 
Victoria, to Nova Scotia, from Nebraska, 
Washington D.C., and Idaho they all came to 
stand in solidarity with the people of this — 
land - to stand with First Nations communi-. 
ties who are the true warriors, leaders, and. 
healers in this fight. 

Standing with them one feels hope. One 
feels the power of ceremony, and tradition 
and of standing up for the land. 

These are the voices that we must listen 
too on the road ahead. As settlers we must 
learn the importance of treaties, must relearn 
histories, and be willing to stand in solidarity 


could. One day, however, Bowen ran into 
trouble with security at his old busking spot, 
and decided to start selling the Big Issue, a 
street newspaper sold in England. Unlike 
busking, Bowen had to learn how to manage 
his.money, deal with fellow coworkers and 
follow a regular schedule in order to make a 
living. Although difficult at first, he felt that 
this helped to give him a sense of pride and 
accomplishment through making an honest 
living. 

A Street Cat Named Bob is a great novel 
for all ages. It tells a story about a man 
whose life has been irreversibly changed for 
the better after meeting Bob. Although large- 
ly upbeat, the author does a great job at bal- 
ancing out this positivity with emotional sto- 
ries of his struggles and how he has over- 
come some of them, but how there is still a 
long road ahead. Bowen also does a magnifi- 
cent job of showing the importance of street 
newspapers for marginalized populations. 
Lastly, A Street Cat Named Bob has sold 
more than 250,000 copies worldwide, been 
translated into eighteen languages and there 
are talks of turning it into a movie! I would 


ONE MAN AND HIS CAT FOUND definitely recommend this book to anyone 
HOPE ON THE STREETS who is looking for a feel good summer read 
. or who would like to learn more about issues 
ing old hits and sing-alongs on his guitar, surrounding marginalized populations. 
with Bob taking as many photo-ops as he 
Brad Bailey 








ae is that a social forum is bot! 
and creates a democratic space. 
ople learn from each other and it creates 
ter long-lasting social justice activism,” he 
explains. “Sharing victories is inspirational. 
And spirits are encouraged by parades and 
marches and artistic activities.” 
_ He says people's social forums are needed 
because the political world powers and cor- 
porate elite already have places where they 
meet and develop their own strategies, such 
as the annual World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland. 

Moore-Kilgannon says social justice 
movements in Canada need to connect their 
work more and develop integrated approach- 
es to action. This calls for sharing views and 
information to analyze what need to be done. 
But he says in a large geography like Canada 
a lot of fund-raising is going to be necessary 
if people from across the country will have 
the chance to participate. 

At the Edmonton assembly the decision 
was made to hold the first forum in Ottawa 
in August, | 2014. 








As areas of focus for the Canadian event | 
were discussed aaa comments included 





Down Syndrome 
- in learning, evidence of absence is not absence of evidence 


Last winter I had the opportunity to 
attend the Alberta Association for 
Community Living’s (AACL) Family 
Conference, and participated in the Literacy 
and Autism presentation by Paula Kluth, as 
Dane was now in Grade One and in an inclu- 
sive classroom. With Dane's dual diagnosis 
(DS-ASD), comes severe delays in several 
areas including the lack of speech and poor 
oral motor skills. 

He has always loved books and I have 
spent many hours reading to him. I 
assumed he would be able to read eventual- 
ly, even with his initial diagnosis. My faith 
wavered when his few spoken words disap- 
peared and the autism world was introduced. 
Autism is a world of uncertainty and misun- 
derstanding, and that alone makes it a scary 
world. His interest in books never changed 
and his ability to play spelling games (from 
memory) never changed but the introduction 
of another “label” seemed to change the per- 
ception of his capabilities. 

I got caught in the ‘therapy zone as I 
sometimes do. The therapy zone is the over- 
whelming responsibilities as directed or rec- 
ommended by the professionals (OT, PT, 
Speech, Psych) and doing so much of therapy 
or functional play, that you lose sight of the 
importance of having a childhood! To be 
clear here, I am certainly not suggesting 
abandoning therapy but rather not to be so 
immersed in it that nothing else matters. In 
the therapy zone, it’s easy to think that 
you're doing it all; playing, teaching, thera- 
peutic goals, and in all likelihood you are. 
The undesirable part is where you fail to see 
the obvious things in front of you. This is my 


Bill Moore-Kilgannon 


ucts,” and “There must be a convergence of 
struggles, those for economic justice, social 
justice, and a better world.” 

The interest in a social forum in Canada 
was born in Quebec and many at the meet- 
ing came from there. Attendance included 
people from indigenous movements, organ- 
ized labour, and women's organizations. Over 
and over, the 40 people at the meeting 
reminded each other of the importance of a 
forum being respectful, thoughtful, and com- 


_ prehensive. “We need to ensure all the voices 


trap! I think I'm doing great until I hit a 
stubborn behavior or wall that I cant seem 
to get past but in casual conversation some- 





one else suggests a simple obvious solution 
but I’m too wrapped up in what I'm sup- 
posed to do. 

It was Paul Kluth’s presentation that 
gave me a necessary nudge. She used the 
phrase evidence of absence is not absence of 
evidence, meaning just because it appears 
that there is no listening or comprehension 


are able to be present. And we must be care- 
ful not to talk for others,” one speaker 
warned. 

“We will have one good mind in the ond. 
a collective strength,” another offered. “The 
fights of movements and groups all across 
Canada are intertwined,” one person 


observed. 


A sense of the urgency of creating a place 
for this work to support closer solidarity of 
grassroots organizations, at a time when peo- 
ple in every part of Canada face serious chal- 
lenges was evident in the discussions, which 
came back repeatedly to insist talk was only 
valuable if it led to more effective action after. 

As the planning moved ahead it was rec- 
ognized there need to be objectives to meas- 
ure success so the forum will not just be 
“another event where some lefties come 
together and have a good conversation”, but 
rather that there must be mobilizing that 
arises from it. 

_ Edmonton's Ricardo Acuna from the 
Parkland Institute will be a part of the steer- 
ing committee that will continue to work on 
objectives, themes, and logistics for the first 
Canada people's social forum. In the docu- 
ments discussed in Edmonton a definition 
stating it will “stimulate practical involve- 
ment and the development of networked 
action strategies aimed at fostering the con- 
vergence of struggles and building a broad 
strategic alliance against neo-liberal and 
new-conservative policies” received strong 
support. 

A Facebook page for the Canada social 
forum has been created 
(www.facebook.com/ForumSocialDesPeuples) 
where those interested as planning progress- 
es can stay current. 

The first world social forum took place in 
2001 and there have been several since. In 
addition social forums have taken place 
already in many individual nations. .__ 

Photo and story by Jim acne 


happening does not mean that it is the case. 
And further that a child should not need to 
prove that he or she is understanding for us 
to presume competence. She gave so many 
wonderful ideas on how to teach literacy and 
how to include all children into classrooms. 

I came home and started programming some 
repetitive phrases from a few of his book on 
his device and discussed some of the ideas 
with his aides and teacher as well as imple- 
menting some of her ideas at home. These 
little changes have had a huge impact on his 
world. He was able to show that he does 
understand more than he’s given credit for. 
I'm certain he knows more than that still! 
The avenue to prove that he is learning ignit- 
ed more interest in teaching him! He has 
made tremendous growth in just this year 
already. 

It saddened me initially that he still had 
to prove his ability before excitement was 
built up to teach him more but then I 
remembered that we'd all been teaching him 
all along and the excitement is really about 
being able to truly see results. Technology 
has also helped immensely as Dane is using 
a tablet and the JabTalk program to commu- 
nicate. 

The choices for communication programs 
are endless, as are the learning possibilities! 
Paula Kluth is a wealth of information 
and provides lots of free information and 
resources on her websites: 

www.paulakluth.com and www.differenti- 
ationdaily.com 


By Dawn Hammerschmidt 
Photo Sean Hammerschmidt 
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The Spirit of 2013 


where were you 
when the rivers rose 
when the world 
stood still 

and flooding 

caused woes... 
when cities 

and towns 

were submerged 
beyond belief... 
people fled 

and needed relief 

it was 

a trying time 

and still endures 

a time of faith 

and for conjures... 
the spirit 

of Alberta prevails... 
our history will show... 
how we overcame 
the bad details... 
and carried on 
despite it all 

and solved problems 
big or small... 


Writings by Ryan Robertson from Calgary: 

































PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


O CANADA “IN ALL THY SONS COMMAND” 


Changing our national anthem to render the line “in all thy 
sons command” seemingly more gender neutral is grammati- 
cally unnecessary. “O Canada’ is already gender neutral. We 
can check the dictionary or recall our historical precedents to 
see there is no need to make changes out of some sense of 
political correctness. 


The word “son” has more than one definition; it does not nec- 
essarily refer to a male offspring. This is particularly true 
when referencing nationhood. 


Take Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition. 
A son is defined as: “a person closely associated with or de- 
riving from a formative agent (as a nation, school, or race).” 
Or the Concise Oxford, ninth edition, which includes in its 
definition: “a person regarded as inheriting an occupation, 
quality etc. or associated with a particular attribute (sons of 
freedom, sons of the soil)." Hence, sons in this context can 
be seen as persons. 


The 1929 “Person’s Case” contested and won by the 
“Famous Five,” which included well-known Albertan Emily 
Murphy, concluded that women are indeed persons. 


Therefore, if sons are persons in the national context, then 
the word “sons” in our national anthem “O Canada” is gender 
neutral and indeed means both male and female persons. 


The version of “O Canada’ on which the official English lyrics 

are based was written in 1908 by Justice Robert Stanley 
Weir. Today’s English version includes changes recom- 
mended in 1968 by a Special Joint Committee of the Senate 
and the House of Commons, which reviewed the anthem 
word for word for its appropriateness. 














“O Canada” was proclaimed Canada’s national anthem on 
July 1, 1980, one hundred years after it was first sung on 
June 24, 1880. 


| see no reason to change the anthem’s lyrics. The current 
anthem wording is politically correct and is gender neutral. 


What do you think? 

















780-495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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ha fa cs Nie es Pas Rien oe 
Water could be seen cresting at the recreational park in Devon the third week of June. 
Flooding took place in various parts of the province in June including Cal ary, poe ae 


and Devon. Photo by Theresa Walsh Cooke 





After 47 days on the Psycho Ward 


WAY 


I'm working now at Intox 24/7; at Hope 
Mission, and just recently one guy passed 
away on the mat there, two months ago, at 
4:30 pm. - death of Mr. Larry Brown broke 
my heart. Because I'm working here, it's nec- 
essarily to know who has a lot of respect on 
the street. Larry had a lot of respect on the 
street. I gained respect from lots of people 
just because they know that Larry respected 
me. Larry was respected because he respect- 
ed other people. Larry was smart, too. For a 
guy on the street, he was pretty financially 
savy. This man was killed by the streets. It's 
just sad to watch such a good man go 
down...Larry; my friend, I will miss you. I 
wish I had told you how much of an impact 
you had on me. Just a couple hours before 


you passed away, we had a nice coffee-talk....I 


made a poem of this conversation, actually 
of your monologue, and dedicated it to 
you. Rest in peace Larry, rest in peace. 





I have learned to keep silent. 

I have learned to trust no one, to 
Hide my money beneath the potted 
Plants. I have learned to write 

My letters in code. I have learned to 
Count my cigarettes and empty 

The ashtray. I have learned the 
Importance of three meals a day. I 
Have learned that Jesus loves me, 
For the television tells me so. I 

Have learned the meaning of doors 
and windows. I have learned to 

Ask permission to shave.. I have 
Learned the dangers of electrical 
Appliances. I have learned them. 

My room must be vacuumed at 6 a.m. 
Because of experiments by the C.I.A. ; 
That the beautiful therapist, Nadia, 

Is in fact a Russian spy. I have — 
Learned to pretend to sleep under 
The flashlights of the nurses. I 

Have learned never to sleep. I have 
Learned to mark the time of the day, 
The days of the week. I have learned 
To bark at all scribed times for pills 
In a paper cup..I have learned not 

To hate, or at least not to express hatred. 


After 47 days on the psycho ward, 
I have learned not to laugh, no one else 
Is laughing. 
Edin Viso 
Photo Linda Dumont 





















Reminiscing on the late former news reporter 
Ralph Klein at The Queen's Hotel Bar 





Coe 


Ralph and I continued to dance to other 
sad country classic and rock songs on the 
jukebox. Then suddenly Ralph began to lay 
his head on my shoulder. At first I thought- 
that maybe it was the hangover he was suffer- 
ing from. I reacted and was startled into say- 
ing, "Hey Ralph, are you all right," as I slowly 
pushed his shoulder back and held my hand 
to the side of his face. I also assumed that 
maybe he was only wanting to be consoled. 
I had mixed feelings as to what he was trying 
to say to me as he continued to hold his head 
on my shoulder. I felt that it wasn't a reaction 
to lust or infatuation for me. The body lan- 
guage appeared to be stronger then what he 
was mumbling and trying to tell me. The bar 
staff would come by our table from time to 
time to ask if everything was all right and if 
Ralph was still wanting me in his company, 
sitting there with him at the table. Ralph 
would reply, "Hey! Leave Andie alone. She is 
my guest so quit asking if she is still welcome 
to be here at the table," Ralph said, "What a 
degrading thing to say to a young and gor- 
geous Aboriginal woman like yourself.” 

He always told me this but at that time I 
didn't know what he was talking about. I did- 
n't take compliments to well, not with my low 
self - esteem at that young vulnerable age! 
Ralph said some other unruly words that I'm 
not going to repeat. Then he embraced me to 
reassure me that I would be all right while in 
his company. He said, "And you better believe 
that because they wouldn’t want to see the 
other side of me.” He meant when he became 
annoyed and unhappy about something. He 
said the staff wouldn't want him to stand up 
from his chair to say a few choice words to the 
staff or a patron or someone who was irritat- 
ing him. Everyone in the bar agreed to what 
Ralph said and there were no questions 
asked. Just hearing what the barroom staff 
had said to Ralph does indicate that the sub- 
tle racism did and still runs deep in the East 
Village today for the simple lifestyle of an 
Aboriginal woman who would frequent a mod- 
ern day Sports Bar and Grill restaurant 
today. I can say this because I had lived the 
life and grew up in the east end to the new 
trendy name East Village. I have walked and 
still walk the talk today! 

I knew at the time, as a young adult, 
that everybody needs somebody, and to be 
held in some way and to express the feeling 
that you care and are concerned about one 
another. 

We stopped on the dance floor in the far 

corner. I said, "Ralph! listen to me! What's 
wrong? What’s going on with your life? Tell 
me." He replied, “No! Andie. I can't tell you." 
You wouldn't understand." 
__ From my impression in seeing Ralph on a 
regular basis in the east end core, he was by 
himself. I didn't see at any time that he was 
with any other family member or even other 
lady friends. The rounders, bar cronies and 
the eastend workers in the area were the peo- 
ple he hung out with. 

Ralph continued to hold his head lying on 


¢ 


my shoulder as I held onto him to embrace 
and console him. Reacting to his emotional 
situation affected me in the way we were hold- 
ing each other, I just couldn't believe what 
was going on and thinking that it was the 
alcohol talking in an infatuated situation. I 
then put my hand up onto the side of his face 
and unexpectedly Ralph kissed the side of my 
face. What I saw then was that he was crying 
for help and was in a desperate situation. | 
could feel the blood pumping on the side of his 
neck as Iran my hand from his face to 


| his neck. His face was reddened and hot 


from the torture of alcohol. I panicked and 
said to Ralph, “You need to go to detox, for a 
few days. How are you going to function? 
You won't be able to function in your daily life, 
without drying out for a few days. Please 
Ralph get some help.” 

As sick as I was in the middle of my drink- 
ing career, I knew Ralph was near the end, 
and could be at his turning point to get help. 
I said, “There Renfrew Detox Centre near 
by in the Renfrew Area. I almost ended up 
there myself from someone who saw me in an 
alcohol over - indulged situation as I sat ona 
side road in the east end.I will take you there 
Right now.” 

He held me tighter and wouldn't let me go. 
He said with such a desperate tone in his 
voice, "Andie, no. I can't go yet!" He contin- 
ued to grab my arm to get my attention. I was 
confused and puzzled at why he kept grabbing 
onto my arm. | kept saying, "What Ralph? 
What?" 

Then I realized he was suffering from the 


after effects of nausea and had a hangover 
and saw that he had almost reached a turning 
point in his life at that time. Again I can say 
while writing this Part #3 of the story, I can 
see him in spirit, right next to me like it just 
happened last night. 

Ralph was whispering to me in my ear, 
saying he wanted me to be there with him 
"Don't leave me here, Andie!" they were the 
words from someone who was asking for help, 
but doesn't really know what's going on with 
their addiction. He closed his eyes, falling 
asleep. Again he grabbed onto my hands and 
with his hands together locked mine into his. 
He desperately wanted help with his person- 
nel issues. But I don't think he knew how that 
he could admit he had a problem with alcohol 
abuse. Ralph just wasn't ready yet to sur- 
render the bottle. He sat there staring out 
into space. He was physically there but his 
mind was somewhere in another life other 
than the Queen's Hotel Barroom. 

But he would have to decide that the real- 
ity was he could die at any time if he contin- 
ued to drink. He just told me he was going to 
go onto another binge, thinking it was going 
to numb the pain. He gave up on being sober 
for the few hours that were left in that mid — 
afternoon. 

Ralph began to drink again! 


To be continued in the September issue. 


Story by Andie W. L 
Photo by John Gulak 





Support Alberta Street News 

You can help in the following ways: 

[_]| want to subscribe to Alberta Street News. Please 
find enclosed my payment of $30 for a one year 


subscription. 


[_]1 want to make a donation towards publication 
costs. Please find enclosed my donation of $ 
[1 | want to help to send someone to represent 
ASN at the Intemational Network of Street Papers 
conference in July. | want to donate $ : 
(-] | want to donate Air Miles points towards air fare to 
the conference in Munich in July. 

For more information about ASN, Call Managing 

Editor Linda Dumont at 780-428-0805 
Please pay by money order or cheque. Make 
payments out to Edmonton Street News Society 
9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 089 
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The shadow of depression is cast down to innocent children 





A HISTORY EXISTS BEHIND EACH PER- 
SON; THERE IS ALWAYS A REASON for THE 
WAY THEY ARE. SO LET’S BE GENTLER 
WHEN WE DECIDE TO JUDGE OTHERS. 


Children living with a depressed mother 
are affected in ways that we can not even 
begin to imagine. It is like an invisible obsta- 
cle that is beyond our comprehension yet at 
the same time an intricate part of who we 
are and the way that we are. Our core 
beliefs are fundamentally the toxic beliefs of 
our parents that were used to form a profile 
of us. They used us as a mirror of them- 
selves encapsulating in us their worst traits. 

I remember clearly the day that I was 
told that I was seeing myself through the 
eyes of my toxic parents. This revelation 
made an incredible impact in my life. I had 
already wasted 35 years of my life living 
through the eyes of my toxic parents and 
feeling that I was nothing but a helpless, 
fearful, shame based faulty human being 
with no worth. It really helped that I believe 
in God and I wanted to adopt the traits of 
God and the kind of values that could make 
me a worthy human being. I never realized 
that being human is our intricate value that 
no one, not even our parents, should be 
able to take from us. 

When we are born, we have within us 
everything that we need in order to develop 
into incredible human beings but unfortu- 
nately I was stripped of all of my gifts by my 
toxic parents. Slowly, using their more effec- 
tive weapons like abuse and abandonment, 
my siblings and I were left as empty shells, 
without worth and made to believe that we 
were something that should be discarded. 

I have learned that to be able to manifest 
into the whole human being that I am sup- 
posed to be, I must live and have the integri- 
ty to speak the truth and the truth will set 
me free and will allow me to develop those 
parts in me that I have not yet have the 
opportunity to develop. In order to do this 
we have to go into our childhood because in 
our childhood we will be able to find the 
principles and reasons that have mapped the 
steps that we have taken. One of the invisi- 
ble obstacles that is beyond our sight and 
beyond our comprehension but of incredible 
importance is that the bond that we are able 
to form with our mother’s or primary care- 
givers will set the foundation of our “style” in 
relating to others and more importantly of 
our expectation of others. 

As infants, we start developing our sense 
of self through our parent’s eyes and actions, 
their tone of voice, their body language and 
their expressions. Their words and their 
actions have a way of affecting the develop- 
ment of a child’s healthy and secure self 
esteem. 





Page 12 Alberta Street News . 


I have read sufficient data that confirms 
that children born to mothers who are or 
have been depressed had a shadow of 
depression cast onto them. This makes so 
much sense. Mothers with depression give 
poor quality parenting, especially if they are 
suffering from stress and marital conflict. 
My mother, as far as I can remember, was 
emotionally absent and I am not able to 
relate to the closeness that a mother might 
develop with her children. I grew up with the 
lingering feeling of our mother always being 
emotionally distant and at my tender age of 
six years old, my parents separated and she 
abandoned us to our paternal grandmother. 

On one hand you have a mother that you 
can only see her shadow, unable to provide 
the nurturance, the security, the protection 
and the love so necessary to a child and on 
the other hand there was my father, a 
volatile personality when fuelled by alcohol. I 
cannot know with certainly if he used to hit 
us as babies, his whole dominating and 
volatile demeanour overwhelmed me with 
such an intense fear. While physical abuse 
is easy to recognize, the fact is that emotion- 
al abuse and neglect also leave deep lasting 
scars. 

The consequence of my childhood 
upbringing resulted in feeling incredibly 
helpless, very fearful, with a lack of confi- 
dence, lack of trust, and lack of self worth. 
Lacking the important factor of bonding with 
a mother served to erode my sense of self. 

I grew up having difficulty connecting 
with others and forming trusting relation- 
ships. I had a very poor sense of self worth 
and I lacked trust in others and even trust 
in myself. I nursed a lot of anger and I was 
not in contact with my emotions. I grew up 
feeling so much fear and aloneness. I 
became a result of my toxic parents. 

With regard to my mother, just lately I 
came into recognition of the effects her 
lack of.bonding with us had in our lives. 

I do not feel that she intentionally 

harmed us, as she was a victim of abuse at 
the hands of my father, but not only that, 
she had been a victim of abuse in her child- 
hood even though we are not able to know 
the extent. Knowing her mother (our mater- 
nal grandmother) and knowing the abuse 
that she put us through serves to map the 
abuse in my mother’s childhood - the model 
that she had as a mother is the only way she 
knew how to parent. Due to the physical 
and emotional problems in her childhood, I 
always pictured my mother as physically 
beautiful but emotionally unavailable. Now 

I realize that my mother never bonded with 
her mother as her mother was unavailable 
also and in turn she developed a strong 
sense of unworthiness, unlovability and very 
low self confidence which made her very vul- 
nerable to shame and guilt, the two main 
components for depression. Because of lack 
of recognition, my mother followed the same 
toxic system as her mother and suffering 
from depression made it impossible to form 
any kind of bond with her children, which 
made it easier for her to leave and never look 
back. : 

And while her intention was not to hurt 
her children, unfortunately because she was 
the primary parent and spent more time with 
us children, her emotional absence and 
later her physical absence has had a very 
detrimental effect in our lives. The core ele- 
ment that ties all of this together is the emo- 
tional effect that had on us. When parents 
live in chaotic situations, they develop the 
kind of environment that makes it unsafe for 
the children. Intentionally or non- intention- 
ally the fact is that children are affected in a 
negative way. 

Through the abuse we were stripped of 


everything that we needed to manifest our 
gifts in life. We grew up as toxic zombies and 
I bet our history has been the history of mil- 
lion of children. We were exposed to incredi- 
ble violence, constant put downs, belittling, 
shaming, humiliating, name-calling, and 
they told us that we were bad, ugly, and stu- 
pid, yelling at us, threatening, bullying, 
rejecting, and giving us the silent treatment. 
We were seldom kissed or hugged. 

In spite of all of this, our incredibly 
strong spirits gave us the wisdom, and 
strength and provided everything that 
we needed in order to survive. We are all well 
aware that depression is one of the toxic 
legacies that follows us like a shadow but we 
are not going to allow the baggage of shame 
and guilt from our parents to become our 
toxic circle. The circle stops with us. 

Our life has been like a puzzle and in 
order to keep going many times we have to 
go back. In order to see the truth we had to 
be perfectly honest with ourselves and in 
times when excuses have been used in order 
to mitigate the pain or gloss the damaged 
that we suffered, we have been tempt- 
ed to blame ourselves. But as long as adult 
children of abuse continue to blame them- 
selves, they will not be able to free them- 
selves from their toxic past. We were victims 
not the perpetrators and we deserve to tell 
the truth and live in the truth of our history. 

Therefore please listen and realize the 
importance of knowing this: 

“Children that did not make a bond with 
their mother will suffer with attachment dis- 
orders and will have difficulty connecting to 
others and managing their own emotions. 
This results in a lack of trust and self-worth, 
a fear of getting close to anyone, anger, and 
a need to be in control. A child with an 
attachment disorder feels unsafe and alone.” 

Just knowing this allows us to see our 
lives in a clearer manner. We do not have to 
blame ourselves for what we have become. 
As children we did not have a choice. We 
were the victims but as adults we can 
change this and take full responsibility for 
our lives. Every day we find an opportunity 
to make a choice and take full responsibility 
for those choices. We have everything we 
need within ourselves and we can regain our 
wholeness through understanding and for- 
giveness. Everything starts with us. We can 
learn from our past and share the awareness 
to stop the vicious circle of abuse. 

Our children deserve to grow up ina 
secure, loving and respectful environment. 
We must rise above and make a commitment 
to be there for them and protect them in 
every way. Children are our future and 
through the circle of abuse we are creating 
wounded zombies. Let’s make the commit- 
ment to become responsible and loving 
adults that can provide a safe place for our 
children. And remember guilt, shame and 
regret will set a foundation for depression. 
We are in charge. We can control our 
thoughts and our feelings and nurse our- 
selves through positive thoughts. 

Do not let the darkness take over your 
bright future. 


Maria B 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 





A Rory Story 





The Grand Canadian 


Land Part 2 


Roar Gnomian raised his hand to quiet 
down his friends, sitting on the grass-covered 
land. Then continued his lecture, it was 
important for his students to get the big pic- 
ture. “Each province and North West territory 
has its own capital city: with beautiful build- 
ings, representing parliamentary. At night 
when there lights are on they are pretty. 
Societies elected representatives, work in 
these places, they are government personal, 
drafting and voting on bills that might 
become the rules. In society we call this the 
law, which you can also learn in schools. 

Now I will explain the provinces from 
West to East in our large country. Soon it 
will be noon lunchtime; I hope everyone is 
hungry. The seventh is the province furthest 
west is British Columbia. The eight is the 
lands capital city, called Victoria. Our ninth 
fact in the next province east is titled 
Alberta. Our tenth fact is Alberta’s capital 
city, named Edmonton.” 

Roar noticed all the dwarves were still lis- 
tening. Grateful they were all paying atten- 
tion. One Gnome stood out looking curiously. 
So the king asked that specific guy called Ty, 


Remand Centre correctional 
officer sentenced for assaulting 
an inmake 


A former correctional officer with the 
Edmonton Remand Centre, Mark Jarvis, was 
sentenced May 24 to a four-month gaol sen- 
tence to be served under the authority of a 
conditional sentence order under house 
arrest for the first three months. 

Mark Jarvis was employed as a correc- 
tional officer with the Edmonton Remand 
Centre. He was supervising a unit. The com- 
plainant on this common assault conviction 
was an inmate. There was a verbal alterca- 
tion between Mr. Jarvis, the correctional offi- 
cer, and the inmate, which concluded with 
the inmate telling Mr. Jarvis to fuck off and 
going into his cell. A few moments later Mr. 
Jarvis, having pursued the inmate into his 
cell, opened the inmates cell door, said, Let’s 
go, walked toward the inmate who was sitting 

on his bed and punched him numerous times 
while saying to him, You think I’m a punk. 
The inmate complained a couple of days 
later. There was an internal investigation, 
which resulted by the end of September of 
2010 with Mr. Jarvis being terminated. 
ASN staff 





if he had a question, very seriously. Ty 
Gnomian, who was not shy, answered with 
this reply, “I know every Province has a capi- 
tal city. But! What in the world is a province? 
Could you please explain this to me, with the 
knowledge you gained from Lethbridge 
College. Roar started laughing, “Tee! Hee! 
Hee! Hee!” then spoke, “Would all of you 
please forgive me? Now I will explain our 
divided up land to the best of my ability. I 
know everybody likes learning about our 
Canadian Nation. This is my best explana- 
tion: a province or North West territory in 
Canada is divided up by imaginary lines 
called borders, which protect citizens with 
Federal, Provincial and Municipal laws or 
orders. Every province and Northwest 
Territory is considered an area of authority.” 
All ten Provinces and Three North West 
Territories are equally important to our 
Canadian Society. 

Then a lovely Gnomette named Janette 
said, “Our King defined those lines on the 
map wonderfully. Could you please, inform 


‘us more about our resourceful country? 


What is the capital city in our next province 
east of Alberta? He replied, “The eleventh fact 
is the capital city named Regina. As I contin- 
ue on, I will mention the twelfth fact our 
province called Saskatchewan. Our 
Thirteenth fact is its capital city in the next 


. province east, named Winnipeg.” The King 


laughed raising a glass of apple juice up to 
his lips for a quick swig. After his pause he 
mentioned the fourteenth fact our province 
called Manitoba. 

Then asked; all the dwarves to stand up 
for a short ceremonial dance. The Gnomettes 
and Gnomes began to prance. They moved 
around in a big circle, holding their friends’ 
hands all together. After a while the King 
politely requested them to sit down, still 
hearing their pleasant laughter. The 
Gnomettes and Gnomes all drank some juice 
with a swig, whispering to each another they 
enjoyed their quick jig. 

Once again Roar Gnomian held up his 
hand to silence the fantastic crowd. The 
dwarves were all positive and proud. His 
audience was never too noisy or loud. “Now 
as I speak please note our next province in 
the direction east, and fifteenth fact, is 
Ontario. Our sixteenth fact is the capital city 
of this huge province is called Toronto. It’s 
important to watch or listen to weather 
reports daily for emergency weather warn- 
ings, even earthquakes. In the province of 
Ontario there are four out of five great lakes. 
I would like every dwarf to memorize these 
lakes with the word SHE-OM. The interpreta- 
tion of that words information will now be 


passed on to every Gnomette and Gnome.” 

Our seventeenth fact is Lake Superior; 
located on this map to the west. The eigh- 
teenth fact is Lake Huron; see it on the map 
in the direction east. All you dwarves must 
be getting hungry; soon it will be noon, time 
to have a feast. Down south from Lake 
Huron, our nineteenth fact is Lake Erie. Now 
looking at the map, in the direction of north- 
east, the twentieth fact, which should be no 
mystery? Is this great lake which has the 
same name of its province, it is called Lake 
Ontario. Also, everybody must know that our 
twenty-first fact is located over to the west in 
U.S.A., and is named Lake Michigan. To 
know all these great lakes would make my 
Geography teacher’s Doug W. Gnomian’s 
heart glow. Remember the word SHE-OM has 
the first letter of all five great lakes, which 
are named Superior, Huron, Erie, Ontario 
and Michigan. I would like to thank all of you 
for paying attention. Lake Michigan is located 
in the U.S.A. once again. 

Trev Gnomian raised his hand to ques- 
tion the King with knowledge about every- 
thing, “I know you are not slow, and you're 
always my friend, I do not understand why 
four out of the five great lakes have lines 
through them? 

Roar began to blush, first sighing then 
replying, Can everyone please hush, and 
“Trev you're right. Your intelligence is out of 
sight, to my delight. Now listen crowd, Trev 
has made me proud. Even great leader’s like 
me, Tee! Hee! Hee! Hee! Can honestly, make 
a mistake. Unfortunately I did not inform you 
enough; please don’t consider me a fake.” 

There is an imaginary line that goes 
through four out of the five great lakes, and 
is the real borderline between our two coun- 
tries. American’s and Canadian’s are learning 
to work together sharing coast guard duties 
protecting both borders. 

Suddenly all the dwarves said together. 
“God bless you Great Gaugnome and we will 
forgive you. We hope our thoughts make you 
feel better.” The King smiled at his audience 
and said thank you. They all started laugh- 
ing. Even Roar could not stop chuckling. 
Finally he started to speak to his audience 
who were pleasantly happy. “If you answered 
a question wrong, don’t get upset, remember 
it’s better to be a happy bunch. “Now let’s 
take a break for some lunch.” : 


To Be Continued. ©2004RoryGaudon 
Written by Rory Gaudon 

http; / /www.mydwarfsworld.ca 
Published in Calgary Street Talk 
Newspaper Mar to Nov 2000 
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How I became the Alberta Street News Media Relations Co-ordinator 


SERTA STREET NE 





I've been writing for the Alberta Street 
News since November 2010, when our paper 
was formally called Edmonton Street News, 
when I interviewed an Edmonton Street News 
vendor named Phillip Mathison and this story 
was later featured in the Edmonton Street 
News December 2010 issue. Since that time, 
I've gone on to write on an array of social 
issues concerning the community at large. 
The stories covered have been informative and 
at times even very entertaining. One story that 
I wrote, of the many that I can account for, 
that will always stand out in my mind when it 
comes to sharing a favourite story with friends 
and family is the story that was featured in 
the Alberta Street News September 2012 
issue. The story was on award. winning 
Aboriginal rap artist named Shawn Bernard 
a.k.a Feenix, who rose above adversity from 
being a member of an Aboriginal street gang, 
leading a life of crime to supplement his drug 
and alcohol addictions. While spending time 
in the prison system, the Aboriginal elders 
continued to visit the troubled career criminal 
giving him moral and emotional support 
telling him to get straight with the Creator and 
to get back into his Native culture. 

Wil Belcourt, a Metis employed at the 
National Film Board of Canada and friend, 
also came to visit Shawn. While there on a 
visit he recognized Shawn's creative side after 
witnessing the many poetic lyrics he had 
written describing his life's personal strug- 
gles and interpreted into creative works of 
genius. Impressed by Shawn's lyrical genius, 
Wil got Shawn a recording label after Shawn 
got out while finishing his time served. Since 
that time, ‘Shawn has been a successful top 
ranked award winning Aboriginal rap artist, 
who was recently nominated for best solo 
album and video of the year at the Aboriginal 
Achievement Awards. 

Despite the challenging stories that I've 
covered from that time on, one day my fate 
took a much more interesting turn for the 
better. One day back in November 2011, 
Alberta Street News Editor Linda Dumont 
invited me to come down to our Alberta 
Street News Name Launch. 

She told me that we'd be celebrating the 
name change of our paper from its old name 
Edmonton Street News, to its newest name 
Alberta Street News. The celebration would 
also be an open invitation to all members of 
the media. Pizza and pop would be served to 
Edmonton Street News vendors and members 
of the media. The new name launch was to 
be held at the residence of our editor Linda 
Dumont located at 9533-106°A’ avenue on 
January 3, 2012 at 12 noon. 

When she asked me if I was coming down 
I immediately acknowledged not only my 
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interest in coming down to the historical cel- 
ebration, but also insisted on volunteering to 
send emails to all members of the media, 
elaborating in a three paragraph letter, on 
the purpose of our paper and that we provid- 
ed a living income for people living on the 
margins, who sold papers on the various 
street corners of Calgary and Edmonton 
while supplementing their marginalized 
incomes and being given the empowerment 
to write about their personal issues. I also 
mentioned how the former Calgary Street 
Talk newspaper was no longer in print 
through discontinued funding in August 
2010. Our Editor Linda Dumont came to 
their rescue, after receiving a long distance 
phone call from one of the former Calgary 
Street Talk vendors, who asked her to mail 
some copies of the Edmonton Street News. 
She then began to send the former Calgary 
Street Talk vendors a monthly supply of 
newspapers by mail and they've been a part 
of the Alberta Street News since that time. 
Many of those vendors also write for our 
paper as monthly contributing writers. Since 
that time onwards, while those vendors sold 
the Edmonton Street News in Calgary. A 
decision was made that a name change 
would help in accommodating both Calgary 
and Edmonton vendors and other surround- 
ing future areas of the province, so the name 
chosen was Alberta Street News. 

A few weeks later, a little before 
Christmas, I sent out 16 letters to various 
local television networks, major newspaper 
publications and community newspapers. 


There in front of me, were a 
row of media vans parked 
on both sides of the street 

in front of Editor Linda 

Dumont's place. Boy, was I 

ever pleased with the 
response to my letters of 
invitation. 

One major television network, which would 
have actually counted as my 17th contact 
overall, was the Aboriginal People's Television 
Network that I personally spoke to. They 
immediately acknowledged that they'd come 
down to our launch, without having to 
receive a written invitation from me. The 
other 16 email letters that I sent to various 
media included CTV Television, Global 
Television, City TV, CBC Television, Shaw 
Cable Television, OMNI Television, Edmonton 
Sun, Boyle McCauley News, Alberta Sweet 
Grass, Alberta Native News, Alberta Views 
Magazine, Windspeaker, EPOCH Times, 
Edmonton Senior Newspaper, Edmonton 
Examiner and Vue Weekly. 

When that historical day for our name 
launch finally arrived on January 3, 2012 at 
around half an hour before our celebration 
was scheduled to officially start at 12 noon I 
happened to be walking eastbound along 106 
A Avenue now situated around 100 feet from 
the residence of my editor's place where the 
name launch had taken place. 

There in front of me, were a row of media 
vans parked on both sides of the street in 
front of Editor Linda Dumont's place. Boy, 
was | ever pleased with the response to my 
letters of invitation. Those members of the 
media were, CTV, City TV, CBC, Global and ~ 
the Aboriginal People's Television Network. 

When I entered Linda's residence the 
media interviews were already in progress. 
While Linda was being interviewed in her 


kitchen by CTV Television, other networks 
waited in line for their turn to get an inter- 
view with our founding editor. While Linda 
was being interviewed in her kitchen, one of 
our Calgary vendors and writers, Andy W. 
L., was being interviewed by the Aboriginal 
People's Television Network. Alberta Sweet 
Grass newspaper reporter Shari Narine also 
interviewed me, Linda Dumont and Andy 
W. L. on our progress with the Alberta 
Street News. 

The following month, a story appeared in 
the Boyle McCauley News written by Editor 
Paula Kirman, where she elaborated on the 
purpose of our Alberta Street News Name 
Launch. Out of the total 17 contacts that 
were made by me, 7 media outlets responded 
to my invitations,-not a bad ratio for a first 
time attempt at handling the PR for our 
paper! 

The next week when I went over to 
Linda's place to go on assignment for some 
future story, on arriving at her door, then 
walking into her kitchen, she pointed her fin- 
ger at me with smiling approval and said, 
"From now on, you're in charge of PR." 

Since that significant achievement I gave 
myself the honourable title of Media 
Relations Co-ordinator and Media- 
Spokesman. I made an attempt in notifying 
five television networks and writing five 
emails inviting them down to cover our 
International Street Paper Vendor's Week 
that was scheduled to be held on February 
4-10, 2013 at 1 p.m. on February 10th at the 
Stanley Milner Library's Centennial Room. 
The celebration was to honour and show 
appreciation for the commitment and accom- 
plishments of our devoted Alberta Street 
News vendors and other street paper vendors 
worldwide. I had sent six.email letters to the - 
following television stations and newsprint 
publications that included, CTV, Global, City 
TV, CBC and the Aboriginal People's 
Television and Alberta Sweet Grass 
Aboriginal Newspaper. On the day of our 
International Street Paper Vendor's Week cel- 
ebration, CBC was the only member of the 
television media that responded to my email 
invitation. Their video reporter Travis 
McEwan came to the Stanley Milner Library's 
Centennial Room and first interviewed 
Alberta Street News vendor Harvey Laderoute 
who spoke confidently about his long-held _ 
dreams and aspirations to one day write a 
book or even write about his legacy in future 
issues of the Alberta Street News. Well after 
that inspiring and successful interview that 
seems to have given Harvey a great spiritual 
lift. He's become a successful contributing 
writer of our paper and has written about his 
life entertaining our many readers in almost 
every issue from April to the August issue so 
far. 
The only community newspaper that . 
responded to my email letter of invitation 
was. the Alberta Sweet Grass that elaborated 
on the purpose of the International Street 
Paper Vendor's Week, while also running a 
photo of Calgary vendor and writer Andy W. 

L. I was also given an interview as the 

paper's Media Spokesman with CBC reporter _ 
Travis McEwan, who had the camera panned — 
on me for 10 minutes. Seeing myself on a ; 
later evening newscast on CBC, my interview | 
was edited down to around 20 seconds where — 
I mentioned briefly that the celebration. was- 
n't as much about the writers, but more 
about the vendor's accomplishments, ll 
because without the vendors we wouldn't get _ 
the word out and that's why our r paper was” 
celebrating. : 
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After I got settled in with Fred and Viola 
again I worked for Fred renovating houses. It 
was interesting. I was amazed at how one 
could take a dilapidated house and make it 
not only look new but also liveable again. We 
not only refurbished the house, we also 
refurbished the yard as well. Now I think back 
on it I wish I would have taken pictures of our 
results. It was really fantastic. 

Well, about a year later I got to thinking 
about home. After all, I wasn’t on the run 
anymore so I gave my late Dad a call and let 
him know that I was Alberta bound and I went 
to the train station and I purchased my ticket 
for Edmonton from Prince George, B.C. It felt 
good to touch Alberta soil without having to 
look over my shoulder for the police to nab 
me and take me back to where I didn’t want to 
be. To this day I still see children taken away 
form their parents for whatever reason and I 
can truly say there is nothing more devastat- 
ing for a child than to be taken our of his own 
environment and placed in what I call a 
vicious and very demeaning environment — the 
so called environment protectors are far worse 
than the real parents to me from what I myself 
have experienced. The workers are just put- 
ting in either their hours or contracts and 
after that you are a complete stranger, case 
















Bissell Centre 
10527-96 Street 780-423-2285 
Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
10827 - 96 Street 

Lunch (sandwiches, fruit, veggies 
and desserts) Sunday noon to 1 
p.m. after the church service. 
Monday to Thursday 

10:30 a.m. — sandwiches 

Tuesday and Friday 

noon — hot lunch for women 
Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-102 Avenue 
780-488-1118 4 
3rd Saturday of the month 5:30 meal 
39-95 Street 

Daily -5:00 p.m. snacks8:00 p.m. meal 







Lighthouse Ministries 

Wi0-119 Avenue 780-423-1277 or 

780- 474-8086 

Wednesday and Sunday 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. meal 


Hope Mission 780-422-2018 
Daily 7:00 to 7:45 a.m. -breakfast 
Noon - lunch 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. - supper 
















Harvey's story 


and point, during their work hours. They tend 
to be the best people one could ever know or 
so I have thought. I ran into several staff 
whom I thought were my friends. Man was I 
ever wrong, because approaching or trying to 
approach these individuals was next to impos- 
sible and let me tell you it sure hurt a lot when 
they look at you sand say, “You’ve mistaken 
me for someone else.” I can see why. Not only 
then but in today’s world kids are so messed 
up. It’s all about the mighty dollar. Very sad 
but ultimately true. 

Shortly after arriving in Edmonton I 
started looking for work right away and I did 
a bit of construction work in the labour field. 
I did concrete work, a lot of shovel work like 
spreading gravel, digging trenches for gas 
lines or water pipes I did demolition work. 
I’ve always been a busy body when I was six- 
teen I went back to school. Did I last? I tried 
but it sure wasn’t for me. I believe I was 
born to be a worker more than anything else 
so I continued my search to find a meaning- 
ful job. Something that I could really like and 
enjoy at the same time. It took a while and a 


It felt good to touch Alberta 
soil without having to look 
ovet my shoulder for the 
police to nab me and take 
me back to where I didn’t 


want to be. 


lot of patience but I finally found a job that I 
could really connect to — landscaping 
because I love being outdoors summer or 
winter. In the summer it was putting down 
sod,, planting g trees, shrubs, putting up 
fancy fencing, laying fancy stone sidewalks 
and the best part of this job was that after © 
two weeks of being on the job I got promoted 
form a labourer o the position of foreman. 
How it happened was that the company I was 
working for, the previous foreman was next 


Edmonton Community Groups that serve meals 


780-424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each 

month to re-open the ist of next month 


The Mustard Seed 
10636-96 Street 780- 426-5600 


Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue 780-429-2626 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. breakfast 
to Sunday 12:00 noon lunch 5:00 p.m. sup- 
per for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-118 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Th 200 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 — 123 Street 780-482-1597 
Second Saturday of each month 5:00 p.m meal 


Sai Sadam 
9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday — 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 
9620-101A Avenue 780-442-0222 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. — lunch 

Monday and Friday 83 Avenue -104 Street (parking 
lot) 











door showing the people there how to level 
and place sod when he should have been 
helping our crew at the time. Well, I walked 
over there and told him. I said, Excuse me 
but we could use your help on our jobsite. 
Well he got all heated up and started cussing 
and cursing like crazy and told me I was 
fired. I told him, we’ll see about that pal. So I 
walked over to the company truck, got on the 
phone to the office right away and talked to 
the secretary. She told me to sit tight so I 
waited until she showed up at the sight and 
she listened to what I had to say. Meanwhile 
the previous foremen told he she was fired 
as well. She got in contact with the main 
boss, the owner of the company. Frank was 
his name. He showed up at the jobsite. He 
heard my story , and then Frank said, “You 
come with me, Harvey.”’ So we both confront- 
ed the precious foreman. Frank said to him, 
“What’s going on here?” The foreman started 
ranting and raving , so Frank looked him 
straight in the eye and said, “You are fired.” 

Frank looked at me and said, “Welcome 
aboard. You are the new foreman.” 

The main reason for this was we were 
working in a new residential neighbourhood 
and there were children close by within hear- 
ing distance, definitely not good for business. 
Frank later told me at the office he was in 
the process of looking for a new foreman 
before I hired on and I fit the bill and saved 
him the hassle and paperwork of finding a 
replacement. 

I would like to state that I had been a 
really good, working crew. I treated my men 
like human beings and not robots. Never had 
a problem, and got along with everyone great. 

I worked for Frank for seventeen 
years before he went into retirement. He was 
the best boss I could have ever asked for. 
Frank even had nicknames for me like 
Geronimo, and Running Bear. I hope one day 
he picks up a copy of this paper to see how 
his old foreman is doing. I remember my first 
trip to Saskatchewan. I always wanted to go 
and visit Saskatoon because of the name. 


Story by Harvey Laderoute 
Photo by Linda Dumont 





St. Peter's Lutheran Church 
9606 — 110 Avenue 780-426-1122 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
7:00 to 9:00 a.m. breakfast 


St. Faith’s Anglican 

11725-93 Street — parish hail 780-477-5931 
Thursday — 12;30 p.m. soup 

Saturday - 3:30 to 10:00 a.m. breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month —7:00 supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday — 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 — 95A St. 

Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 www.orcurc.org 
Thursdays 6:15 Soup & Study 


B's Diner 
100 Street and Whyte Avenue 
Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m.meals 


Jasper Place Health and 
Wellness Centre 

15210-Stoney Plain Roadmeals 
Tuesdays 6 to 7 p.m. 


Phlease call Alberta Street News if you want your 
group added to this list or if there have been 
changes that should be made to thie list. 
Call Linda at 780 4286-08065 
or email dumontic@hotmail.com 
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